Antideficit properties of neuroleptics.
The antidelusion effect, in the antiproductive sense of the term, represents the essential property of neuroleptics in research and publications in the United States. In France and in other European countries, however, a particular effect was observed early on that received various labels: disinhibitor, stimulant, antiautistic and anti-deficit, and that involved the beneficial action of certain neuroleptics on the negative symptoms of schizophrenia. The first period, ranging from 1952 to 1976, was characterized by a number of clinical observations and attempts at classification. In the second period, 1976 to 1984, much work was done in pharmacology and biochemistry. In the third period, 1984 to 1989, double-blind studies confirmed, among others, the disinhibiting effect, first of low doses of sulpiride and then of amisulpiride.